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times. By July, 1914, the doctrine of the unlimited Sovereignty of
Parliament held without question by all parties in the nineteenth
century had received a severe check. Parliament was seen groping
along the edge of the unmapped boundary which divides the things
which can from the things which cannot be settled by argument and
reason. Politicians were discovering that unless at the end of the
process of debate and the exhaustion of such methods of obstruction
and resistance as the rules of Parliament permit, a minority would
consent to be overruled, the whole structure of Parliamentary Govern-
ment was in peril. It had been shown that an Opposition which
was prepared to transfer the argument to the plane of physical force,
could with an ease altogether unsuspected till this time paralyse the
Executive and bring the country within sight of civil war.
Whether the leaders of the Unionist party intended or realized these
consequences when they pledged themselves to go all lengths in
support of the Ulster movement may well be doubted. Whenever
the curtain is lifted we see the leaders of both parties in dismay at the
results of their own conduct and the intransigence of their followers.
Both said with reason that even if they compromised with one another,
they had forces behind them which had passed beyond control.
Behind the Government were not merely the Parliamentary Irish, but
extremists of all patterns welcoming the opportunity of an appeal to
arms. Behind the Unionist party were not merely Carson and his
Volunteers but a powerful British section who held all methods to
be lawful against the authors of the Parliament Act, and saw in the
Irish question the chance of a final engagement in 'which the lost
ground would be recovered. It would be a mistake to treat the
Ulster question as a purely Irish issue. It was in fact the continuance
and climax of the struggle between the Radical and Conservative
forces which had been going on continuously since the beginning of
1906, and which was to be prolonged in Ireland through war and
rebellion until its inglorious finish in 1921.
It was fated that Ireland should be the exception to the otherwise
unstinted praise which has been passed upon Great Britain for good
sense, tolerance, give and take in the management of her domestic
affairs. Irish politics never could be brought within the framework
of British Parliamentary Government. They aroused emotions,
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